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Program Description

This two-and-a-half day continuing medical 
education symposium has been designed to impact 
worldwide patient care by fulfilling the educational 
needs and practice gaps of the physician attendees 
and incorporating multiple desired physician 
attributes. The needs of the attendees were assessed 
through an extensive review process of previous 
course evaluations, online needs assessment and a 
six month follow-up survey. The resulting scientific 
program represents a worldwide overview and 
hybrid approach to important issues facing practicing 
physicians who are involved with the care and 
treatment of patients with cardiovascular disease. 

Educational Objectives

After attending the symposium, participants should:

u �Understand the anatomy, pathology and genetics 
of aortic disease

u �Identify the methodologies for accurate and timely 
assessment of patients with aortic conditions

u �Learn the options for endovascular vs. open 
treatment of aortic disease

u �Discuss the current state-of-the-art treatment 
options for aortic conditions, ultimately improving 
outcomes for patients in this disease state

u �Learn the latest advances in management  
of peripheral arterial disease

u �Compare treatment options for management  
of atherosclerotic carotid disease

u �Learn the possible complications associated 
with each form of treatment and take effective 
measures for avoiding complications

CME ACCREDITATION AND DESIGNATION

Promedica International is accredited 
by the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education to 

provide continuing medical education for physicians.

Promedica International designates this live activity 
for a maximum of 18.5 AMA PRA Category 1 
Credit(s)™. Physicians should claim only the credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation 
in the activity. 

Provider approved by the California Board  
of Registered Nursing, Provider #8495 for 18.5 
contact hours

The American Board of Cardiovascular Perfusion 
(ABCP) has awarded this program a maximum of 
23.2 Category 1 CEUs.

ACTIVITY EVALUATION

Evaluation by online questionnaire will address 
content, presentation and future educational needs.

TARGET AUDIENCE

This symposium is designed for vascular surgeons, 
cardiothoracic surgeons, interventional radiologists, 
cardiologists, anesthesiologists, physician assistants, 
nurse practitioners, perfusionists, and other health 
care professionals involved in the care and treatment 
of patients with peripheral vascular disease.

Abstract Submission

Submissions of original abstracts are being accepted 
and will be considered for oral presentation, poster 
display, and video presentation. All abstracts must be 
submitted online at www.promedicacme.com.

Junior Investigator Awards

To celebrate innovative aortic disease research, two 
Junior Investigator Awards will be granted. One 
award will be presented to the top medical proposal, 
and one to the top surgical proposal. Further details 
to follow at www.promedicacme.com.

Deadline for Abstract Submissions: February 24, 2012

Abstract Categories 

u Etiology
u Pathology
u Genetic
u �Natural History
u Imaging

u Diagnosis
u Evaluation, Management, 
	 Surgery, Medicine
u Endovascular

This symposium is dedicated  
in honor of Dr. Frank J. Veith.

FRANK J. VEITH, MD 
Professor of Surgery

Dr. Veith joined the NYU School 
of Medicine in 2006 after a 
distinguished career as Chief 
of Vascular Surgery at Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine 

where he held the Liebig Chair in Vascular Surgery. 
He is widely recognized as a leader in Vascular 
Surgery, having been an innovator and pioneer in 
lung transplantation and limb salvage surgery. He 
is also acknowledged to have led Vascular Surgery 
into the endovascular era and performed the first 
endovascular aneurysm repair in the United States. 
Dr. Veith has been the recipient of numerous NIH 
grants and awards. He has authored or coauthored 
more than 1000 original articles and chapters, 
edited more than a dozen vascular texts, and  
served as an officer and President of the Society 
of Vascular Surgery. He is Editor-In–Chief of the 
journal VASCULAR.
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Wednesday, March 21

6:00 – 8:00 PM
Welcome Reception  
and Registration

Thursday, March 22

6:45 – 7:45 AM
Continental Breakfast,  
Registration,  
and View Exhibits

7:45 – 7:50 AM
Introduction
Hazim J. Safi, MD 
David D. MCPherson, MD

7:50 – 8:00 AM
Opening Remarks
Giuseppe N. Colasurdo, MD

SESSION I:  
PERIPHERAL

Moderators: 
David D. McPherson, MD 
Hazim J. Safi, MD

8:00 – 8:15 AM
Experience with Re-Entry 
Devices for Occluded SFA: 
Limited Success
Enrico Ascher, MD

8:15 – 8:30 AM
Peripheral Artery  
Angioplasty and Stenting
Evan C. Lipsitz, MD

8:30 – 8:45 AM
Role of Atherectomy in  
Infrainguinal Revascularization 
Venkatesh G. Ramaiah, MD

8:45 – 9:00 AM
Current Management  
of Venous TOS
Robert W. Thompson, MD

9:00 – 9:15 AM
Endovascular Aortic Repair: 
Next Generation Systems  
and Procedures
Michael Marin, MD

9:15 – 9:45 AM
Panel Discussion

9:45 – 10:15 AM
Break / View Posters  
and Exhibits

SESSION II:  
CAROTID

Moderators:  
Kristofer Charlton-Ouw, MD
Gregorio A. Sicard, MD

10:15 – 10:30 AM
CEA vs. CAS: CEA Still Wins 
in Analysis of CREST Trial
Wesley S. Moore, MD

10:30 – 10:45 AM
Expectations from  
Nanotechnology and  
Tissue Engineering in  
Cardio-Vascular Medicine
George Hamilton, MD

10:45 – 11:00 AM
Impact of Registries  
on Management  
of Carotid Disease
Gregorio A. Sicard, MD

11:00 – 11:30 AM

Distinguished  
Guest Lecture

Misinterpretation of PRCT  
in Leading Journals
Frank J. Veith, MD

Introduction
Enrico Ascher, MD

11:30 – 11:45 AM
Panel Discussion

11:45 AM – 12:45 PM
Lunch
Change is the Rule
Guest Speaker:  
James H. “Red” Duke, Jr., MD

SESSION III:  
AORTIC DISSECTION

ModeratorS: 
Sheila M. Coogan, MD  
Peter R. Taylor, MA, Mchir

12:45 – 1:00 PM
Diagnosis of Acute  
Aortic Dissection
Susan T. Laing, MD

1:00 – 1:15 PM
Acute Aortic Dissection
Ramon Berguer, MD, PhD

1:15 – 1:30 PM
Management of Complicated 
Type B Aortic Dissection 
Edward Y. Woo, MD 

1:30 – 1:45 PM
Acute Type B Aortic Dissection
Peter R. Taylor, MA, Mchir

1:45 – 2:15 PM
Panel Discussion

2:15 – 2:45 PM
Break / View Posters  
and Exhibits

2012 Scientific Program



SESSION IV:  
PERIOPERATIVE CARE

Moderators:  
William D. Jordan, Jr., MD 
Roy Sheinbaum, MD

2:45 – 3:00 PM
Genetics of Aortic Disease 
Dianna M. Milewicz, MD, PhD

3:00 – 3:15 PM
Selective Spinal Cord  
Drainage for TEVAR
William D. Jordan, Jr., MD

3:15 – 3:30 PM
Renal Artery Protection  
in TAAA 
Charles C. Miller, III, PhD

3:30 – 3:45 PM
Update on the Pathobiology 
of Diseases of the Aorta  
and Cardiac Valves and 
Therapeutic Interventions
L. Maximilian Buja, MD

3:45 – 4:00 PM
Multidisciplinary Treatment 
of Thoracic Aortic Disease 
in the UK 
Aung Y. Oo, MBBS

4:00 – 4:15 PM
Hemodynamics of Aneurysms
Krishnan B. Chandran, DSc

4:15 – 4:45 PM
Panel Discussion

4:45 PM
Adjourn

Friday, March 23

7:00 – 7:50 AM
Continental Breakfast  
and View Exhibits

7:50 – 8:00 AM
Opening Remarks
Hazim J. Safi, MD

SESSION V:  
AAA

Moderators:  
Ali Azizzadeh, MD  
Peter F. Lawrence, MD

8:00 – 8:15 AM
Evolution of AAA Repair at 
UCLA: 20 Year Experience
Peter F. Lawrence, MD

8:15 – 8:30 AM
Pharmacological Methods to 
Reduce Aneurysm Growth
Russell H. Samson, MD

8:30 – 8:45 AM
EVAR for Complex Anatomy
Luis A. Sanchez, MD

8:45 – 9:00 AM
Management of Endoleaks 
after EVAR
Michel S. Makaroun, MD

9:00 – 9:15 AM
Endovascular Ruptured  
AAA Repair
Manish Mehta, MD

9:15 – 9:30 AM
The Effect of EVAR on Out-
come of AAA Repairs  
at Mayo Clinic
Peter Gloviczki, MD

9:30 – 10:00 AM
Panel Discussion

10:00 – 10:30 AM
Break / View Posters  
and Exhibits

SESSION VI:  
DTAA

Moderators:  
Anthony Estrera, MD  
Peter Schneider, MD

10:30 – 10:45 AM
Update on TEVAR
R. Scott Mitchell, MD

10:45 – 11:00 AM
TEVAR vs. Open Thoracic 
Aortic Surgery: Complimen-
tary or Adversarial?
Frank J. Criado, MD

11:00 – 11:15 AM
Management of Delayed 
TEVAR Complications  
and Failures
Mark K. Eskandari, MD

11:15 – 11:30 AM
Management of Penetrating 
Aortic Ulcers
Vincent Riambau, MD

11:30 – 11:45 AM
Tips for Dealing with  
Difficult Iliac Access During 
EVAR and TEVAR?
Peter Schneider, MD

11:45 AM – 12:00 PM
Management of Traumatic 
Aortic Injury
Ali Azizzadeh, MD



12:00 – 12:30 PM
Panel Discussion

12:30 – 1:30 PM

Lunch 
Tribute to Frank J. Veith, MD

Introduction 
Ali Azizzadeh, MD

SESSION VII:  
TAAA

Moderators:  
Nicholas J.W. Cheshire, MD 
Hazim J. Safi, MD

1:30 – 1:45 PM
What I Have Learned  
from Endovascular Repair 
of TAAA
Tara Mastracci, MD

1:45 – 2:00 PM
What I Have Learned from 
Open Repair of TAAA
Anthony Estrera, MD

2:00 – 2:15 PM
TAAA Using Multilayered 
Uncovered Stents
Sherif Sultan, MD

2:15 – 2:30 PM
Hybrid TAAA Repair:  
Debranching
Nicholas J.W. Cheshire, MD

2:30 – 2:45 PM
Open TAAA Repair
Hazim J. Safi, MD

2:45 – 3:15 PM
Panel Discussion

3:15 – 3:45 PM
Break / View Posters  
and Exhibits

SESSION VIII:  
CONTROVERSIES

Moderators:  
Kamal G. Khalil, MD 
Cynthia Shortell, MD

3:45 – 4:00 PM
Predicting AAA Sac  
Enlargement after EVAR
Andres Schanzer, MD

4:00 – 4:15 PM
Management of Unusual 
Aortic Pathology
Cynthia Shortell, MD

4:15 – 4:30 PM
Advances in Vascular Imaging
Alan Lumsden, MD

4:30 – 4:45 PM
Management of Aortic  
Graft Infections
Kristofer Charlton-Ouw, MD

4:45 – 5:15 PM
Panel Discussion

5:15 PM
Adjourn

Saturday, March 24

7:30 – 8:25 AM 
Continental Breakfast

8:25 – 8:30 AM
Opening Remarks
Hazim J. Safi, MD

SESSION ix:  
ABSTRACTS

ModeratorS:  
Anthony Estrera, MD  
Charles C. Miller III, PhD

8:30 – 10:00 AM
Abstract Presentations

10:00 – 10:30 AM
Break / View Posters

10:30 – 11:30 AM
Abstract Presentations

11:30 AM
Closing Remarks
Hazim J. Safi, MD 
David D. McPherson, MD



The Houston Aortic Symposium 
 Frontiers in Cardiovascular Diseases

Physician/Industry	R esident/Fellow/Nurse/Technician

P $795 through February 24, 2012	 P $495 through February 24, 2012 

P $895 after February 24, 2012	 P $595 after February 24, 2012

All fees in US dollars drawn on US banks

P Check Enclosed P Visa/MasterCard P American Express P Discover Card

Credit Card no.__________________________________________________________________________________

Exp. _________________________________________________Signature ___________________________________

First/Last Name__________________________________________________________________________________

P MD P PhD P RN P CCP

Mailing Address _ ________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip/Country __________________________________________________________________________

Telephone____________________________________________Fax________________________________________

Email Address_________________________________________Specialty___________________________________

Send to: Promedica International, 2333 State Street, Suite 203, Carlsbad, CA 92008 

Contact: Phone (760) 720-2263, Fax (760) 720-6263, email: Lsteigerwald@promedicacme.com 

LOCATION

The Symposium will be held at the Westin Oaks Hotel 
in Houston, Texas. 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION

A group rate of $207 + tax for single or double 
occupancy has been made at the Westin Oaks Hotel.  
To make your reservation at the group rate, please go to 
the website www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/HAC19 
or you may call the hotel directly at 1-800-228-3000  
or 713-960-8100 and reference the group code HAC19. 
All reservations must be made by February 21, 2012  
to receive this group rate. 

PAYMENT

Registration fees may be paid by credit card using 
Visa, MasterCard, American Express or Discover. 
Fees may also be paid by check, payable to Promedica 
International in US dollars, drawn on a US bank.

REFUNDS

All cancellations must be submitted in writing and 
refunds will be subject to a $100 administrative charge. 
Cancellations will not be accepted over the phone.  
No refunds will be given after February 24, 2012.

SOCIAL EVENTS

The following events have been arranged  
for participants:

Welcome Reception and Registration 
Wednesday March 21, 2012 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
Grand Foyer, 3rd Level at the Westin Oaks Hotel

Gala Reception 
Friday, March 23, 2012 from 7:00 – 9:00 pm

REGISTRATION FEE INFORMATION

Registration fee includes tuition, continental  
breakfast, coffee breaks, lunch, reception and scientific 
program materials. 

$795 Physician/Industry through February 24, 2012 
$895 Physician/Industry after February 24, 2012 
$495 �Resident/Fellow/Nurse/Technician through  

February 24, 2012
$595 �Resident/Fellow/Nurse/Technician after  

February 24, 2012

To register, please visit our website at  
www.promedicacme.com, or return the following form by 
mail or fax to:

Promedica International 
2333 State Street, Suite 203, Carlsbad, CA 92008 
Phone: (760) 720-2263, Fax: (760) 720-6263 
Email: Lsteigerwald@promedicacme.com 

March 22, 23 & 24, 2012
 The Fifth in the Series 

To register online for The Houston Aortic Symposium, please go to www.promedicacme.com
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